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Amendm ents to the CJaimg: 

Status ofCIaims: 

Claims 43-45 are pending for examination. 

Claims 1^-42 are canceled by the present amendment as non-elected claims. 

Claims 43-45 are added by the present amendment. 

Claims 1- 7, 14 are in independent fonn. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A device comprising: 

a substrate having a thickness extending between a first surfece and a generally 
opposing second surface; 

at least one patterned thin-film positioned over the first surface; 

an orifice layer positioned over the at least one thin-film; and, 

an elongate slot in the substrate between the first surface and die second surface, 
wherein the slot has a first length along the fu-st surface taken generally parallel to a long axis 
of the slot, and a second shorter lengdi that is spaced fi^m and generally parallel to the first 
length, and 

one or more d ummy features formed in the at least one patterned thin-film wherein 
the que or more dummy features allovy at least a portion of the slot is to be formed after the 
orifice layer is positioned over the thin-film. 

2. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the slot has a third length along the 
second surface taken generally parallel to the long axis that is greater than the second length. 

3. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 , wherein the orifice layer has 
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nozzles fomed therein which are respectively positioned in fluid flowing relation with the 
one or more dummy features formed in the at least one thin-film, and wherein some of the 
nozzles and one or more dummy features aid in slot formation and fluid ejection. 

4. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the first length defines a maxunum 
slot length. 

5, (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the second length defines a 
minimum slot length. 

6. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the slot comprises at 
least one reinforcement structure that extends generally across and within the slot in a 
direction generally parallel to a short axis of the slot. 

7, (Original) A device comprising: 

a substrate having a slot formed therein between a first substrate surface and a 
generally opposing second substrate surface; and, 

a layer assembly formed over the first substrate surface, the slot being defined, at 
least in part, by two generally oppositely positioned end walls of substrate material, wherein 
each end wall has an endwall portion which intersects the first surface at an obtuse angle as 
measured through ihe substrate material, and wherein each end wall portion is formed, at 
least in part, with the layer assembly in place over the substrate. 
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8. (Original) The device of claim 7, wherein the layer assembly comprises a first 
sub-assembly of layers formed over the first surface of the substrate and at least a second 
sub-assembly of layers formed over the first sub-assembly of layers the second sub-assembly 
of layers defining multiple firing chambers and multiple respectively positioned nozzles. 

9. (Ciurently Amended) The device of claim 8, wherein at least seme one of the 
multiple firing chambers are formed to aid in a stot formina process that fonns the slot and 
are not utiHzed in fluid ejection. 

10. (Original) The device of claim 7, wherein each end wall portion comprises 
multiple faceted surfaces. 

11. (Original) The device of claim 7» wherein each end wall portion extends 
through less than one half of a thickness extending between the first substrate surface and the 
second substrate surface. 

12. (Original) The device of claim 7 embodied as a print head. 

13. (Original) A print cartridge incorporating the device of claim 7. 

1 4. (Original) A device comprising: 
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an elongate slot fonned in a substrate and extending between a first generally planar 
substrate surface and a second generally planar substrate surface, the elongate slot having a 
long axis and a short axis transverse the long axis; and, 

an orifice layer formed over the first surface, wherein a region of the slot proximate 
the first surface approximates a portion of a trapezoid when viewed transverse a short axis of 
the slot, wherein a longest side of the trapezoid lies proximate the first surface, and wherein 
at least a portion of the slot is fonned after the orifice layer is formed over the first surface. 



15. (Original) The device of claim 14, wherein the slot has a maximum length in a 
direction which is generally parallel to the slot's long axis, the maximum length lying 
proximate to the first surface. 



1 6. (Original) The device of claim 1 4, wherein the slot has a maximum length in a 
direction which is generally parallel to a long axis of the slot, the maximum length lying 
proximate to the second surface. 



17. (Original) The device of claim 14, wherein the region of the slot which 
approximates a portion of a trapezoid extends torn the first surface through less than half of 
the thickness of the substrate as defined between the first and second surfaces. 



18. (Original) The device of claim 14, wherein the region of the slot that 
approximates a portion of a trapezoid is generally continuous, and further comprising a 
generally discontinuous slot region proximate the second surface, the generally discontinuous 
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slot region being defined, at least in part, by one or more reinforcement stmctiires that extend 
across the slot generally parallel lo the shoit axis of the slot. 



19. - 42. (Canceled) 

43. (New) The device of claim 14, wherein the orifice layer includes one or mor« 
fluid passageways configured to aid in a slot forming process that forms the elongate slot by 
allowing an clchant to flow through the one or more fluid passageways and njmove interior 
portions of the substrate. 

44. (New) The device of claim 14, wherein the slot includes an interior portion 
having a narrower length than other portions of the slot to induce stress forces at the interior 
portion. 

45. (New) The device of claim 44, wherein the slot includes: 

a first slot length proximate the first geneially planar substrate surface; 
a second slot length proximate the second generally planar substrate surface; and 
a third slot length at the intoior portion of the slot where the thini slot length is less 
than both the first slot length and the second slot length. 
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